Magnolia magnificence

Steel Magnolias

The Bovingdon Players

IN 1989, the film Steel Magnolias launched the career of the then little‑known Julia Roberts and also starred Daryl Hannah, Dolly Parton and Sally Field as the women who share laughs, gossip and heartbreak in a beauty salon in Louisiana, USA.

Sixteen years on, the Bovingdon Players have produced Robert Harling's play on a much smaller budget, but with just as much energy and flair.

The cast is made up of six local women who impressively never falter when delivering their lines in the distinctive deep South accent. It would be unfair not to single each performer out for their impressive performance, directed by Liz Lewis.

The character Clairee Belcher gets many of the best one‑liners, including: "You know what they say: if you don't have anything nice to say about anybody, come sit by me" and "You sound almost chipper, what happened today you run over a small child or something Barbara Bonney clearly relishes the humour in the role and delivers it with vigour and excellent timing.

Sally Bull shows good range as her character, Annelle, progresses from a shy, worried girl duped by a criminal, to a woman with a new lease of life after finding God and a new man.

Nicky Woodward plays the glamorous Truvy, who is the owner of the salon where the play is set. She works by the motto "there is no such thing as natural beauty" and displays some impressive hairdressing skills while immersed in the role.

Patricia Choffel is endearing as the headstrong and fashion conscious Shelby, who is determined to chose her own path in life, despite her ailing health.

Imogen Roberts plays her worrying mother, M'Lynn, and brings real emotion to the part in the play's poignant finale.

Finally, Sue Tubb as the bad tempered Ouiser Boudreaux steals every scene she bursts into when raging about her inconsiderate neighbours or Christian junk mall. Her banter with the other women raises many of the play's laughs. 

The backstage effort in this production is evident from the attention to detail throughout, The salon set has real running water and working hairdressing equipment, while the music and numerous costume changes are authentic to the 1980's. The play is about fun and friendship, which would not come across if the cast didn't work together so well. The actresses seemed to be enjoying themselves on stage as much as the audience enjoyed watching. The Bovingdon Players present Steel Magnolias in Bovingdon Memorial Hall tonight (Friday) and tomorrow (Saturday) at 7.45pm. Tickets cost £8 (£6 for concessions) and are available by calling 01442 832061.
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